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Transitions here on the ground level often 

are more difficult than they should be.  One 

example is that for over the last four years that I 

have been on the ex com we have raised the 

issue of converting our newsletter from a paper 

missive to an electronic communiqué.  Commu-

nicating what we are doing to our membership 

is vital to our mission and to keeping us all 

accountable.  We would also enjoy being able 

to spend our precious monetary resources on 

other forms of outreach and advocacy in the 

Napa community. But, the rub is that we have 

the email addresses of fewer than 10% of our 

membership. While we have the technical know

-how to get the newsletter converted to a PDF 

and on up on our website, we lack the means to 

let the world at large know that it is there.  One 

of my fellow ex com members has suggested 

that we hold a raffle amongst our 1,200 mem-

bers. All it would require is sending us your 

email to enter the drawing.  Does anyone out 

there have other electronic newsletter success 

stories to share?  In the meanwhile, we are 

blessed to have Wendy 

Wallin at the helm of Sem-

per Virens, passing on use-

ful information about the 

ever-dynamic Lake Berry-

essa region, Earth Day events, Clair Tappan 

Lodge activities, and our upcoming fundraiser 

at Dreamweavers on April 16. 

On another note, we want to welcome Linda 

Brown as our newest Executive Committee 

member and Secretary. We will have an inter-

view of Linda for a future issue of Semper 

Virens.  We also want to thank Tyler York for 

his many years of contributing significantly to 

the Sierra Club while an ex com member.  Ty-

ler will continue on as Political Chair of the 

Napa Group.  

As always, we look forward to your input 

and ideas as we work toward our goals this 

year. 

   by Elisabeth Frater  
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FUNDRAISER  Thursday April 16 in Napa  

Neil Simon's  
Gingerbread Lady   

presented by the Dreamweavers   

 

Tickets $25. Contact Paula Fields  

707 - 258 - 5217 or 

pfields@cbnapavalley.com  

 

Join us for an entertaining evening and 

support your local Sierra Club chapter  

http://dreamweaverstheatre.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=160&Itemid=77
mailto:pfields@cbnapavalley.com


 

 

Plans for new resort facilities at Lake Berryessa have been 

delayed due to legal problems with the contract on which prospec-

tive concessionaires had bid. Although the Bureau of Reclamation 

had selected Pensus Group to manage several resorts, a new bid-

ding process will need to take place.  

Open for Business 

Nevertheless, many areas 

of the lake will be avail-

able for those who wish 

to take a pleasant drive to 

the Lake District for a day 

near the water. 

The lake is quite delight-

ful in the springtime, and 

weekdays (even during 

the summer) can provide 

delightful respite. 

Some of the activities available at the lake for nature 

lovers are presented here, along with a map detailing day 

use areas that continue to be open to visitors. 

Visitor Center ï When visiting Lake Berryessa, itôs always 
a good idea to stop by the Visitorôs Center for information, 

maps and brochures, and to see the wildlife and lake exhibits. 
 

The Public Parks   

No Entrance Fee 

Hours: 7 am to dusk 

Three miles of shoreline are 

available on the west side of 

Lake Berryessa for recrea-

tion, including picnicking, 

swimming, non-motorized 

boating, hiking, wildlife 

viewing, and fishing.  Both Day Use Parks offer spectacular views 

of Lake Berryessa.  They are a wonderful place to enjoy the lake, 

and tend to be quiet during the week.  Summer weekends are busy, 

so the earlier in the day, the easier the parking.  Oak Shores and 

Smittle Creek are patrolled year round by Park Rangers who are 

available for visitor information and safety. An informational bro-

chure for these public areas can be found at http://www.usbr.gov/

mp/ccao/berryessa/docs/brochure_oak_shores.pdf . 

Oak Shores -- Facilities include picnic tables, charcoal 

grills, hand boat launches, ADA accessible restrooms, designated 

swim beaches with no boat access, and shade shelters (available on 

a reservation basis). The Entrance Station and Water Education and 

Information Station are open on summer weekends with informa-

tion on recreational opportunities, water safety, conservation, or to 

talk with a Ranger. 

Beaches -- Coyote Beach and Acorn Beach, located at Oak 

Shores, are ideal for families with children. The sandy beaches are 

closed to personal watercraft and boats. Nearby picnic tables, grills, 

and restrooms are available. 

Smittle Creek ï The Smittle Creek facilities are spread out 

among rolling hills and along the Smittle Creek Trail. They include 

picnic tables, charcoal grills, trails, and ADA accessible restrooms. 

The trail stretching from the Smittle Creek parking lot to Oak Shores, 

meanders around the peninsulas of the lake, through woods of blue 

oak and Manzanita.  

Ranger Programs 

Junior Ranger ï The Junior Ranger program was de-

veloped by Bureau of Reclamation staff to help children learn 
about the natural wonders of Lake Berryessa and the impor-
tance of safety in and around the water.  This program is 
geared for families and kids from ages 5-12. Information on 
being involved in the program can be obtained from a ranger 
at the Visitor Center or Water Education & Info Station on sum-
mer weekends, or from Reclamation's Field Office Administra-
tion Building during regular office hours. 

Ranger Birthday party ï Rangers can bring fun ac-

tivities and interesting information to your family or group when 
you reserve a shade shelter, and can be available for birthday 
parties or other events to introduce information and activities 
on the Junior Ranger Program, wildlife, birds of prey, wildflow-
ers, local history, water safety, water conservation, or aquatic 
life.  Programs must be scheduled in advance. When you 
make reservations for the Oak Shores Shade Shelters, be sure 
to ask if a Ranger is available for your activity.  (Continued on p. 4) 
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The public areas at Lake Berryessa 
offer beautiful vistas, shady woods, 

and places to picnic, hike or swim.  

9 miles to 
Winters 

Smittle Creek Trail 

North End Trail  

Berryessa Vista 

Eticuera Creek 

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/docs/brochure_oak_shores.pdf
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/docs/brochure_oak_shores.pdf
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/berryessa/activities/day_use_areas.html

